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From our Vicar

2020 has been a year unlike many of us have experienced 
before. Covid has changed any perceptions we may have held 
of what the year ahead might be like. Covid has affected not 
just us as a community, but also the world. 

This parish, I believe, has survived very well from my perspective. As the chair of the 
Interchurch churches, I have seen the effects Covid has had on our local church community. 
We, as a parish, have done considerably better because, I believe, it’s the way that we have 
cared for each other as a church community. 
I have seen a vestry who have given their time to keep in contact with you. We have seen the 
use of parish magazines and regular updates like many other churches, ways in which we try to 
keep connection and therefore community. The greatest key though has been the faithfulness 
of our parishioners like you, and therefore the prayerfulness and your faithfulness in 
relationship with our God.  

As we look to this Christmas period, I want to give you thanks for the way that you have 
included supported and encouraged the Reverend Liam Philips in his time with us as the first 
part of his curacy. As he prepares for the second stage in the parish of Ponsonby I ask you to 
continue to hold his ministry in prayer. Ministry needs prayerfulness around you and so I thank 
you that you will continue to do that for Liam as he prepares to depart from us. 

As we look to this season of Christmas, we sit currently in the advent period where we prepare 
for the arrival of the birth of Jesus. You will see the decorations that have been placed around 
the church, the Christmas Tree, decorations hanging from the rafters and the nativity scene 
which will be set up - all setting a scene for the coming and birth of Jesus. However, it’s 
wonderful to know that Jesus exists and lives already in you. That is the most important part of 
Christmas. As you prepare for what some call the silly season, the challenges of busy 
shopping centres and extra cars on the road, of work, the extra pressure on us as schools 
prepare to end their year with family and visitors perhaps joining around you, I trust that the 
faithfulness to and from your God that you experienced through the Covid period, you will 
also know through this Christmas period. 

As you remained prayerful through the Covid period, I ask and encourage us to continue to 
be prayerful for those of ours in our parish, in our communities and in our families. Please 
remember those in your prayer who are unwell at this time, remembering their families and 
their loved ones, as they gather around their own who are in hospitals, who are home or who 
are in our rest homes. 



 

4

As our parish leads the Christmas food parcels, a small but important ministry in our 

community, I want to remind us that even more important than the gift of food is the gift of 

prayer for our community. 

I am looking forward to 2021 like never before. I look forward to the excitement of new 
ministry, I look forward to the work of your vestry as we prepare for a year ahead as a church. 
I look forward to a year of preparation towards our 150th year as a church in the beginning of 
2022. 
I look forward to a new year for my family as we look to see what God has for us. With 
Taytiana preparing to head back to university, there will be one less in our home.  
I got to do six half-marathons this year in spite of a Covid lockdown and in spite of the 
challenges presented. I have already enrolled for my first of 2021, and also to do a stage of 
the K2 Cycle Race around the Coromandel. 

But most of all, I look forward to doing 2021 in this parish with you. I look forward to all that 
God has in store for us as a parish, aware that God is a God who is continually changing and 
growing us. As we look forward to the growth that God has in store for us as a parish, the 
priority remains whether it be Covid, whether it be Christmas, or whether it be a year ahead 
is that we remain prayerful as a community, prayerful as a parish, but most importantly 
prayerful in our own time before God. 
On behalf of Leslie and our family, I wish you the blessing of God in the spirit of Christmas 
ahead. 

I pray God‘s covering and keeping over you and upon you in this period ahead. Parish life 
continues, all be it not as crazy, nonetheless we will continue to have Services as normal each 
Sunday. 
Blessing be upon you, upon your families, upon our parish and upon our community. 

Christmas Office Hours 

Closed Dec 18-Jan 25th 2021 

Thursday Service  
Last service is 17th Dec 2020  
and restarts Jan 28th 2021 
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A Message from Our 
Assistant Priest

Many years ago, we attended a Sunday worship service at the 
Salvation Army Citadel here in Thames. My late wife Shirley used 
to pick up two elderly ladies and take them to HOME LEAGUE, 
the Army’s equivalent of MOTHERS UNION. During the service, a 
lady called Bessie Gooder would stand up to tell everyone what the Lord had done for her in the 
past week. It was very uplifting because her faith gave her a window through which she saw and 
remembered God’s handiwork as she trod the path of her life. She told us that she had given her 
life to Christ at age 15, and, now that she was in her late eighties, she she was able to look back 
on a life lived by the two greatest commandments. 

Why is remembering so important? Surely on the one hand yesterday has something to give to 
today. Because one of our great sources of renewal – one of the ways we find of refreshing life, is 
in remembering a good thing or activity that we were part of. 

One thing leads to another so that in remembering a great nationalistic occurrence or something 
in the private experience, like a wedding day or some special achievement of a family member, 
such experiences will most likely restore our thankfulness. 

Isn’t it strange that in the face of so much, thankfulness should have to be renewed. However, 
along the road of life, as we look back, we will often remember the burdens instead of the 
blessings. Yet overcoming the burdens allows the blessings to emerge. 

But if in a few moments of remembering, we can sense all that has come to us through Jesus 
Christ, we will learn the wonder of gratitude. 

Each week, as we gather to share Holy Communion we are reminded of Jesus urging us to “do 
this to remember me”.  
We might be tempted to think that these familiar words may mean remembering the Christ who 
walked for a few years on this earth two thousand years ago. He it was 
who gathered around him a band of disciples to be the foundation of the 
church. What an event that was when Christianity came into the world and 
God moved in our lives to change and strengthen us. 
But we miss the deeper meaning of GOD WITH US if we let Christ’s birth 
be the whole memory. Because each one of us has his or her own 
experience to remember about Christ. It may be the loving word of 
someone who first told us about him. It may be some great moment of 
fellowship when we were especially close to those who loved him too. 
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Property Update

And it may have been some mystic moment never to be forgotten when Jesus became so real to us, 
that from then on life moved to a new level. All of these things together are a part of remembering 
Christ. Who could help being thankful? He must have had a magnetic personality when we see 
Jesus’s coming to James and John, the sons of Zebedee, cleaning their nets after a night’s fishing. 
Remember how he said to them, “ Come. Follow me” and they left their lifestyle and their father to 
follow Jesus. I wonder what poor old Zebedee thought. As the Christmas season approaches we 
remember how pregnant Mary and Joseph were relegated to an animal shelter because there was 
no room for them at the inn. So it was that Jesus was born in great humility in that outhouse. 
 William Holman Hunt painted a great picture in the 1800s entitled The Light of the World. It hangs 
in the chapel of Keble College at Oxford. The painting depicts an image of Christ standing outside 
a door with no handle on the outside. Jesus is standing there beneath the cold light of the moon 
and he is knocking and knocking. The door has been closed for a long time allowing the growth of 
weeds to almost conceal the framed opening, even the flowers have become obstructive to his 
entrance. Jesus is knocking as he stands there holding his lamp but the door remains shut. What is 
happening on the other side of the door we cannot tell but clearly there is still no room for him in 
the inn.  
  
Now then, since Christ is the light of love and life where will we find him?  
In the midst of life is where we will find Christ in the present, living here now, in you and me as long 
as we don’t smother him in our busyness. Christ, the word made flesh comes to us as one we do not 
know – a stranger as one with nowhere to lay his head looking for a home among us. Will we 
receive him? 

The year has gone so fast, and there doesn’t seem to be much to show 
for it, but behind the scenes things have been moving on. 

A New Toilet in the Church. 
We have got our facility report form the Auckland Diocesan and had a 
heritage report done (recommended in the Faculty report) so now we are 
now waiting on the building consent. It should be 
plain sailing from now on. Construction should be able to start in the new year. 
If any of you would like to contribute to the toilet, we would be very grateful. Maybe a donation to 
buy the toilet, or toilet seat, handbasin, some paint, even a toilet roll holder? Every little bit helps 
and is greatly appreciated! The cost of some of the items are listed below. 

Toto Disable Toilet S Trap $570.00 
Atmor Instant Water Heater $630.00 
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Hand Basin and tapware $232.00 
Grab rail and mirror, toilet roll holder $310.00 
Vinyl laying allowed sum of $900.00 
Plumbing/ drain laying $3100.00 
Paint $500.00 

Windows Update 
Many of you might have noticed the scaffolding by the 
window on the southern side of St George’s. We have a 
fair bit of rot in the centre mullions and the arched head 
of the Lancet windows. I have made replacement 
mullions and arch segments and should be able to get 
one of these windows repaired by Christmas (we have 
five windows to repair on the southern side and one in 
the bell tower of the church), some of which will have to 
have the glass removed to facilitate repair. 

With the 150th celebration of St George’s coming up in 
Jan 2022, it would be nice to have the windows 
repaired. 

Again any donation toward the costs in repairing the 
windows would be a true blessing. Each 
window could cost $2000 to repair if we have to replace 
the glass. 

God bless, Steve Darwall

Editor’s Note: 
We are so grateful to 
Steve as he donates time, 
experience and labour to 
this work. 
If you would like to make a 
contribution, please have 
a chat with him or 
Brendon…or any of the 
Property Group members.
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Our New Vestry

It was wonderful to meet for the first time as the new 2020/2021 Vestry. We say good bye to 
Doug Norris, Aland and Anne Marie Hartley and Sharon Cordery, with grateful thanks for their 
service…and hello/welcome back to Diana Maher, Fiona Harden and Paul Jennings. We are a 
Vestry who is committed first and foremost to prayer. As we do this faithfully, we trust that God 
will lead and do immeasurably more than we can ask or imagine. (Eph 3:20) 
We have organized ourselves into sub-teams, according to our passions. 

Finance 
Fiona White * 
Natalie Geary 
Pip Harry 
Steve Darwall 
Brendon Wilkinson 

Property 
Steve Darwall * 
Steve Williams 
Paul Jennings 
John Mounsey 

Ministry 
Brendon Wilkinson * 
Steve Williams 
Pip Harry 
John Mounsey 
Lynne Mounsey 
Denise Norris 
Fiona Harden 
Sue Lewis O Halloran 

Social 
Denise Norris* 
Fiona Harden 
Diana Maher 
Kate Jones 
Lynne Mounsey 

Fundraising 
Natalie Geary 
Denise Norris* 
Sue Lewis O Halloran 

150th Celebration 
Paul Jennings * 
Kate Jones 
Denise Norris 
John Mounsey 
Lynne Mounsey 
Diana Maher 
Sue Lewis O Halloran 

* team leaders

Fiona Harden

Diana Maher

Paul Jennings
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Caring for Youth

I JUST NEED SOMEONE TO HUG ME AND TELL ME THAT I MATTER, 
THAT I’M NOT AS WORTHLESS AS I SOMETIMES THINK I AM. 
This is a reality in our young people’s lives, anxiety and depression are 
blighting the lives of our next generations. 
Steve Williams and Natasha and Murray Speed have teamed up and are 
passionate to help and guide the youth in the parish at St George’s and 
the greater Thames Community. Their goal is to start a youth group for 
teenagers 13 to 19 years of age, that can meet up on a weekly basis to learn, guide and share the 
love God has for each one of us, with the ultimate goal of them being regular communicants in 
the parish as well as the greater Thames community. 
Steve Williams works professionally with children and adolescents, but has also been very much 

Introducing Chalise Wise

Chalise Wise is 14 years old. She attends Thames High School. She 
has started recently as our new St George’s Cleaner. She’s excited 
and grateful, as this is her first proper job. Chalise is a 
really sensible and conscientious person, and is already 
enjoying the new responsibility of her role. 
Dad, Lee, works at Thames Auto Electrical and Mum, 
Fleur, works at Te Puru School. Big sister, Collette, has left 
school. 

involved with youth work, and successfully brought many young people into the church 
community of his former parish church in England. Steve is keen to find ways to connect young 
people in this community, to the church and a community of people with faith.  
Natasha and Murray recently moved to Thames from New Plymouth and originally from South 
Africa, and have always had a passion serving God in youth ministry, which all started during their 
youth days. They have been part of various youth steering committees, running weekends for 
teenagers as well as young adults, guiding them to their vocational callings. Alpha marriage 
enrichment course has also been part of their ministry as they believe unity of family is the key to 
healthy happy homes. 
We can’t do this alone so we are asking everyone to hold this ministry in their prayers. 
“For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them.” Matthew 18:20
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Chalise was one of Pip Harry’s students a few years ago,  
and Pip recommended her unhesitatingly for the role of cleaner. Initially, Mum, Fleur is supporting 
Chalise as she ‘learns the ropes’ and then Chalise will continue alone. 

Chalise loves to cook, particularly sweet things. Her specialty is cupcakes. She loves animals, 
especially dogs, and can often be seen on the beach at Te Puru, her home, walking her canine 
companion. Another passion of hers is photography. She loves photographing nature. She made a 
photography board for an exhibition at high school and did a great job of this, thoroughly enjoying 
the whole process. 

At this stage, she would like to become a lawyer in the future. 
If you see Chalise, or Fleur, around, please say hello. They are very friendly and love meeting new 
people.

Christmas Food Parcels

As many of you will know, over the last years, Christmas food boxes have supported families in 
need during the Christmas season. This year, for various reasons, St George’s is coordinating the 
preparation and distribution of the boxes.  
Due to the generosity of Family Safety Services, we have been able to increase the number of 
boxes provided.  
Our concerted team effort, led by Kate Jones and John and Lynne Mounsey, has ensured that 
the boxes are ready in time. We are so grateful for the many donations by our community. As this 
goes to print, the boxes are being wrapped in readiness for packing next week. They will be 
collected by the nominating groups on Friday 18th, 
from lunchtime onwards, for distribution. 
Community groups, including schools and social 
services, as well as a public appeal via social media, 
have nominated families in need, and it is hoped 
that most, if not all, of these nominations will be 
met and provided for.
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…and Thames High School

Generous 
donations from 
TCDC…

Wrapping Boxes…with laughter 
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The day of Liam’s ordination was bright and 
sunny. The cathedral was full of people, 
including a wonderful contingent from 
Thames. It was a lovely service. 
We wish Liam well as he moves on.

Liam’s Ordination
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St George’s ‘Out and About’

Our Christmas Tree kindly donated by 
Raewyn and John Grey

Setting up the Nativity

The Santa Dash  
Two entrants this year 
(one very last minute!) 

Will there be more 
next year?? 

Congratulations to Claire 
Stewart, recognized for her 
services to the community

Blessing of the New Thames 
CAPS Hauraki 

premises
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Minutes of The Annual General Meeting of the Thames Anglican 
Church Parish held on Sunday 8th November 2020 at Saint George’s 

Church at 11am 

Chair: The Rev’d Brendon Wilkinson 
Attendance Register 
Welcome and opening prayer – Reverend David Cooper 
Silent remembrance of parishioners who have died during the year – Reverend Liam Phillips and 
Remembrance Day acknowledgement. 
Apologies 
Moved: Sharon Cordery Seconded: Denise Norris Carried 
Receiving of the Parish Role 
Minutes of the last AGM dated 10th November, 2019. 
Motion: That the minutes of the 2019 AGM of the Parish of Thames be accepted as a true and 
correct record 
Moved: Natalie Geary Seconded: Steve Williams Carried 
Matters arising from the previous minutes: Nil 
Correspondence in Nil 
Correspondence out Nil 
Reports 
• Vicar’s Report – The Vicar spoke to his report 
• Vicar’s Warden Report 
• Peoples Warden Report 
• Assistant Priest Report 
Motion: That these reports be tabled and accepted as one. 
Moved: Fiaola Siatuu Seconded: Beth Philip  Carried 
Election of Officers 
• Vicar’s Warden: Kate Jones  
• People’s Warden – Lynne Mounsey 
• Vestry Members 
Paul Jennings, Steve Williams, Denise Norris, Pip Harry, Fiona Harden, Natalie Geary, John 
Mounsey, Diana Maher, Steve Darwall. 

Synods Representative: Sue Lewis-O’Halloran 
• Synod Representative * Reverend Jim Neilson and Reverend Lilian Barrett  
• expressed interest – Reverend Brendon Wilkinson to find legalities of  
• Ordained Priests as Synod Representatives. 
The audited accounts will be presented along with the 2020/2021 budget 

General Business 
Acknowledgment from Fiona Harden for the hard work by all during lockdown 
in enabling services and contact to be maintained. 
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Sharon Cordery expressed thanks to Reverend Liam Phillips for his loving input into inspire and 
the congregation and wished him well in his next appointment at Assistant Priest. 
Meeting Close: with the Grace at 11.30am. 

Attendance Register 
Alexis Smale 
Lois Robinson 
Gale Robinson 
Sue Lewis-O’Halloran 
Stephen Eldon 
Vivienne Baggaley 
Winnifred Sheehan 
Fiaola Siatuu 
Margaret Mackay 
Leslie Wilkinson 
Sharon Cordery 
Lilian Barrett 
Diana Maher 
Rex Geary 
Natalie Geary 
Ellen Te Aho 
Tuku Te Aho 
Christina Philip 
Beth Philip 
John Mounsey 
Patricia Hooker 
Kate Jones 
Paul Jennings 
Robin Plummer 

Pip Harry 
Jim Neilson 
Doug Norris 

Apologies 
Steve Darwall 
Jill Egan 
Bruce Mackereth 
Catherine Mackereth 
Peter Philip 
George Haffenden 
Malcolm Thomas 
Amanda (Selwyn) 
Robbie Tibby 
Allan Judd 
Phil Alexander 
Jen Alexander 
Rev Bill Barlow-Smith 
Andrew Alexander 
Marie Hayhurst 
Steven Chen 
Ian Chen 
Lee Bissett 
Ruth Kowalewicz

As you have read through this magazine, I hope you have been encouraged by all that God is 
doing in and around our parish. Aren’t the pictures wonderful! 
It has definitely been an unusual year! And yet, the bigness of a pandemic has no 
impact on the infinite might of our God. His love, care and plans are as certain 
today as they have always been. He is God. 
I am reminded each and every day that Psalm 118:24 holds true.  
‘This is the day that the Lord has made.  
My part?  
To rejoice and be glad in it.’ Not forced or fake rejoicing and gladness. The true 
sort that comes from knowing that He is God. 

In that gladness, 
With love 
Pip Harry

A Wee Note from the Editor
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Christmas Dates for the Diary
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Do you have a plan for Christmas Day 
lunch? 
If not, we are putting on lunch on 
Christmas day 12pm at the St James 
Union Parish Hall and would love to 
have you join us. 

There will be ham, beef, potatoes, 
kumara, peas, corn, cauliflower, broccoli 
as well as desert, including trifle, jelly, 
ice cream, Christmas cake, and 
Christmas pudding. And the best thing 
of all? No cooking and no dishes. 

Phone Judy Jones on (07) 869 0101 to register. She can also arrange transport for you, 
if needed. 

A Place at the Table

The Selwyn Centre has its last 
session on 23rd December 

and reopens on  
20th January 2021
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